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The deputy for artillery to the regimental CO, usually a It Col 
aad a graduate of an artilleir/ school, commands a regimental 
artillery group 0 commander of attached or supporting art- 

illery units is subordinate to the deputy for regimental art- 
illery, even if he outranks him (if, for Instance, the CO of 


attached artillery units is a full col, and the deputy a It coll. 


The division or brigade artillery staff prepares an over- all 


fire plan, and then assigns specific targets to their artillery 
regiments v/hich in turn prepare targets for each battalion^ 
with the battalions then assigning targets to their batteries® 


A reconnaissance officer, subordinate to regimental or battalion 
CO, dispatches and controls artillery reconnaissance patrols® 
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SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION 



The forward observer I's the CO, and he directs the fire* A; 
battalion CO (or battery CO) has about five to 10 men with 
him for fire direction and communication, not for security. 


6 . 


Battalion and battery COs organize AT defenses by directing 
all fire against threatening tanks. No passive defenses;* 
such as ditches, etc. are employed. 

?• 

Aerial reconnaissance, scouting by artillery reconnaissance 
men, and interrogation of. prisoners are used to survey a 
target area. 

8 . 


Artillery and mortar units, attached for support, are released 
to local control only after termination of a battle. 

9. 


The gun commander Is responsible for the service ability of 
his gun. If a gun does not fire correctly, or the mechanism 
does not function properly. It Is In theory not supposed to 
be used, Iput in actual practice the gun will be fired i n 
combat for as long as It can fire. ^ all 

guns were in good condition. 

10 . 


explode later. They are used to fire on enemy pill boxes and 
machine gun nests. They are also used in fragmentation/high 
explosive projectiles. 

11 . 


method of firing by Soviet artillery. 

! 1 

12 . 





SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION 
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In a typical Soviet attack the following guns are used: 


(a) 57 -nun AT guns for antitank firing; 76-mm and lOO-mm for 

firing against personnel^ tanks and pill boxes. 


(b) 122-mm and 152-nim Howitzers, Bo-iran and 120 -mm. mortars, 

M -13 Rocket Launchers for destroying fortifications and 
pill boxes. 


All guns can be used as AT weapons. 


12. 7 -nun AAMO, 37 -nun and 85-iran AA g\ins are used against 
enemy planes 


SU*s (100 -mm SP, 122-mm SP 

and 152-mm SP suns) are considered artillery and are under 
artillery control and regulations. 


(a) Subsequent concentration: all guns fire on the same 
target. 


(b) Standing barrage: artillery preparatory fire before the 
attack which does not displace. 


(c) Infantry accompanying barrage: guns either displace or 
transfer their fire. 
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(d) Anti-tank barrage: stationary AT fire,. 

(e) Rolling AT barrage: fire on tanks from guns which displace. 


Both point and area concentration fire are employed. Des- 
truction fire with indirect artillery fire is conducted by 
firing according to map coordinates and by correcting the fire. 


SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION 
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The deputy for artillery Is subordinate to the CO and adTlses 
the CO In the proper use ol artillery. While theoretically 
the conhlned anas commander or unit CO has the final say, the 
oyer-all CO will always be guided by the artillery- deputv- 


Towed artillery in tanic and mechanized fomatlona has the func 
. tlon of mobile artillery to support these vtnlts in conblned 
Infantry/tank artillery attacks. 


A 76-mm or 100-nm gun will be in position and open fire within 
four to five minutes. 

A 57 -mm AT gun can be in position and ready to fire within one 
to two minutes. 

A 122-mm Howitzer will be in position and ready to fire within 
seven minutes. 

, I 


The battery CO supervises the firing, and either the platoon 
leader or NCO gun commander directs the actual firing. 

22 . 


After a target has been determined, it is zeroed in by registry. 
The battery CO acts as forward observer and directs the fire by 
giving vertical and horizontal oorreotlons by phone or radio. 
Then, reference points and/or grid coordinates and the exact 
elevation and azimuth are entered into the log of the gw by a 
recorder. The gunner ^avodchl^ makes the actual oorreotlons. 
The CO, acting as forward observer, has a compass, an azimuth 
scale, binoculars, a battery commander's scope, a radio nnrt ^ 
phone for fire direction. 

23 . ' I 


Most concentrations are preplanned, based on aerial reconn- 
aissance or on reports of reconnalssanoo men. If a surprise 
vj^get appears, the unit CO, on receiving orders from a higher 
CO will immediately transfer his fire by direct aiming, without 
prior registry, to the target of opportunity. This transfer 
can be accomplished in one to two minutes. 


SECRET/SECXJRITY INFORMATION 
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25 ^ 


26. 


27. 


28 . 


29. 


30. 


31 


32 


SECfiET/SECURITy INFORMATION 
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^he for ward observer ad.lua ts fire on a target by the procedure 


cited in 


22, above_^ 


A battery Is usually In an area of 100 meters square, guns 30 m 
apart. In line or staggered. The CO of the battery, with recon- 
naissance, radio and telephone men Is usually In front of or 
alongside the battery. Gtins are always camouflaged in revetments 
and are always In firing position between fire missions. 


Tixs new 65-mim gun Is a field and AT tcun. 


All guns available to the artillery deputy are used in a Joint 
AT defensive barrage with a standing barrage, and an over-lap 
can not be, avoided. 


Plre can be transferred three to 12 tan, according to the caliber 
of the gun, and Is usually 100 meters In front of advancing 
Infantry. 


In the Soviet Zone 


xnere are| |traoKea prime movers for 
jSSR all new~zis~^ trucks are used as prime 


ioo-mn guns . in the 
movers. The prime movers are cross country vehicles and are not 
road -bound. 


SECRET/SECORITY INFORMATION 
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The vinlt of fire for ST-nim AT guns and 76 -nun field guns is 240 
rounds, (high exploslve/fragiTientafclon and armor plerGlngl 

a 

X'd’d-mm tiowinzer nas a unit or 'dvo roxuias 1 In 

combat one unit Is carried with the gun, and one or more units 
are In regimental trains. 


Soviet artillery has: direct support, ( regimental ind divisional 
grans support the attack) general support, (all guns, howitzers, 
mortars, tanks, SU's, rocket laionohers), reinforcing ipne 
battery helps other batteries) and general support re^forclng. 

If assigned batteries cannot accongallsh the assl^ed iAsslon, 
other batteries reinforce them. ' T 


Dagger fire /Eln zhalnyl ogon7 Is overlapping crossfire and I s 
frequently used. 


AT units can be used as regular artillery If there Is not 
sufficient other artillery for the assigned mission. 


Newly arrived artllleiy units move Into position anywhere 
from one night to two weeks ahead of an attack, depending on the 
ability to advance without alerting the enemy. 

The main consideration In the selection of time Is the secrecy 
of the move. Moves are usually at night and without lights, 
dun positions are reconnoltered by division and regimental COs 
with their staffs, who then assign the positions to battalion 
CO, who, ih turn, assign battery firing points. The crews, 
arriving with the guns prepare the gun positions, with partic- 
ular emphasis on camouflage, ease of resupply of ammunition, 
terrain features, and visibility. 


SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION 
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